HEAVENOLOGY PART THREE

Heaven and Earth

Six days later Jesus took Peter and the two brothers, James and John, and led them up a high
mountain to be alone. As the men watched, Jesus’ appearance was transformed so that his face
shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as light. Suddenly, Moses and Elijah
appeared and began talking with Jesus. Peter blurted out, “Lord, it’s wonderful for us to be
here! If you want, I'll make three shelters as memorials—one for you, one for Moses, and one
for Elijah.” But even as he spoke, a bright cloud came over them, and a voice from the cloud
said, “This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy. Listen to him.” The disciples were
terrified and fell face down on the ground. Then Jesus came over and touched them. “Get up,”
he said. “Don’t be afraid.” And when they looked, they saw only Jesus. As they went back down
the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen until the Son of
Man has been raised from the dead.” Matthew 17:1-9 (NLT)

Experience

For we were not making up clever stories when we told you about the powerful coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. We saw his majestic splendor with our own eyes when he received honor and
glory from God the Father. The voice from the majestic glory of God said to him, “This is my
dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy.” We ourselves heard that voice from heaven when
we were with him on the holy mountain. 2 Peter 1:16-18 (NLT)

Confidence

Because of that experience, we have even greater confidence in the message proclaimed by the
prophets. You must pay close attention to what they wrote, for their words are like a lamp
shining in a dark place—until the Day dawns, and Christ the Morning Star shines in your hearts.
Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the prophet’s own
understanding, or from human initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and
they spoke from God. 2 Peter 1:19-21 (NLT)

Better Righteousness Better Life

But | warn you—unless your righteousness is better than the righteousness of the teachers of
religious law and the Pharisees, you will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven! Matthew 5:20
(NLT)

Practicum: Living Heaven on Earth

In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your
heavenly Father. Matthew 5:16 (NLT)
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Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by others, for you will lose the
reward from your Father in heaven. Matthew 6:1 (NLT)

Intimacy: Heaven and You

But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in
private. Then your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. Matthew 6:6 (NLT)

Investing: Heaven and You

Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and
where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot
destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of
your heart will also be. Matthew 6:19-21 (NLT)
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